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August 21, 1975

. Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft

The White House
Washington, D. C.

‘Dear General Scowcroft:

I hope you will not mind my taking advantage of
your offer to convey messages to the President on occasion.

The question of the settlement of the conflict in
the Middle East is so all-important that 1 feel it my duty
to once more emphasize both the danger of the situation and
the possibility of great penefits if a comprehensive settle-
ment is brought about. : \ o ’

_ I am convinced that the revival of our economy and
progress in both Europe and Japan is deeply influenced by
the uncertainty flowing from the circumstances of the
Middle Fast and the possibility of another war, with the
interruption of the flow of oil resulting therefrom. And
oncé again, I emphasize that I believe in the coming election
the issue of a comprehensive gsettlement, which would be the
best guarantee for the long-term security of Israel as well
as the most beneficial to the United States, could be decisive
for the President. : o

The enclosed is_but a brief note which I hopé may be
helpful. :

‘gincerely,
J/vi. Fulbright /
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- MEMORANDUM

FROM: J.'W. Fulﬁrighb

SUBJ:‘The Implications of a Middle East Interim Agreement

The prospective israeli-Egyptian interim agreement will
represent a major gain or a major setback to the national -
interest, depending upon what follows. "If the time purchased
is used effectively to generate momentum toward further agree- .
ments on GColan and the West Bank, the Sinai agreement will have
served all parties well. If, on the other hand, it is followed
by a long period of immobility, the moderate leaders who now
hold office in all the most important Arab countries may be
discredited and perhaps removed. In that event, the "golden
opportunity" for peace of which the Arab leaders now speak will
be lost, perhaps irretrievably. . o ,

The danger is particularly acute with respect to the
palestinians. Sober and responsible individuals with PLQ
connections suggest that if President Sadat appears to have
"a51ld out" the Palestinians, Mr. Arafat will either have to
embrace the position of the “rejectionists" or be displaced.
Even more ominous, it is suggested that an apparent "sellout™

will result in a coup against Sadat or an attempt or series of .

attempts on his life.  Arafat, it is said, would not have to
institute such action; he would only have to release the
Palestinian fringe groups from such restraints as he now exer-

cises with respect to them. S

. The temptation to let matters ride in the wake of an interim
agreement will be enormous. Tt will give the Israelis a momentary .
sense of security, and it will alleviate their pressures on us.

it will also ease, temporarily, the political problems of both

‘the President and his prospective Democratic rivals.

"I foresee great troubles if we do not follow through quickly
and forcefully on Golan and the West Bank. All parties to the
issue -- especially Israel and the United States Congress --
should be given clearly to understand that the new Sinail agree-
ment will not be followed by a relaxation of American initiatives
for a general settlement. - . ‘

-~

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 - LOG-HAK-267-1-15-8

R -



" No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOG-HAK-267-1-15-8

-2 -

The decision to forge ahead, I am well aware, may bring _
on immediate, disagreeable political repercussions. A decision
to lie low, on. the other hand, may set in motion events which
will lead to renewed and expanded terrorism, and in due course
another war. L : '

The Joseph Kraft column of August 19th (copy attached)
. 'will surely be read in Saudi Arabia and can lead to & misinter-
- pretation by the Saudis of the President's intentions. Kraft
probably intends to be provocative, which he is, and wishes to
leave the impression that we have no intention of requiring a
. return to the '67 borders. , - -

Finally, I am convinced that a positive, unequivocal
statement by the President’ that he intends to insist upon a
‘comprehensive settlement with appropriate guarantees can have
the most beneficial effect upon our economy and upon the con-
fidence of the Europeans and the Japanese in the soundness of
our policy. I further believe it would receive the approval
of the majority of the American people, and would strengthen
the President enormously. :
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